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Greetings from the University of Southern California! You are receiving this report because you are participating 
in the Pullias Center for Higher Education's grant from the U.S. Department of Education's Fund for the 
Improvement of Postsecondary Education’s First in the World (FITW) program. As you know, the grant explores 
the role of games and digital media on college-going outcomes for California high school students. 

Beyond implementing the Mission: Admission intervention on select high school campuses, the USC research 
team is collecting robust mixed methods data about the college culture and digital infrastructure of participating 
schools. This study is unique in its focus and scope and has the attention of the U.S. Department of Education.

This document is a follow-up report to “From Pre to Post: Putting the Data Pieces Together” (October 2016) where 
we presented interim findings from data collection with students and teachers at a select group of treatment schools 
in the randomized controlled trial study (a rigorous research design preferred by the U.S. Department of 
Education). 

To date, students in the graduating class of 2017 at treatment schools had the opportunity to participate in 
two rounds of the Mission: Admission intervention and three points of survey data collection during their 
junior and senior years. This report reflects our data collection with this group of students and teachers 
thus far.

The data portrayed on page two of this document represent a snapshot of students’ engagement with the 
intervention (over 7,500 students in over 30 California schools). 

During the 2017-2018 academic school year, both treatment and control schools will have an opportunity to 
participate in the intervention. 

On page three, we share the class of 2017’s college aspirations, highlighting how we are planning to connect 
students’ aspirations with data on actual college-going behaviors. 

On pages four and five, we highlight students’ attitudes towards college (as first mentioned in the “Pre to Post” 
report), as well as provide areas of college knowledge the class of 2017 (aggregate participant sample) excels at 
and has room to improve on. It is our hope these findings help you identify areas to target in future years. 

Applying for college is one of the most crucial steps in the college-going process. One page six, we share data 
about students’ college application processes, specifically where they are seeking guidance and information. In our 
findings, teachers emerged as a prominent resource for students. We also share the teachers' view of their role 
(aggregated from surveys taken by over 500 teachers in 58 participating schools). Finally, successful strategies for 
college preparation, as reported by teachers, are shared on page seven.

Whether your school was a treatment school or not, your participation in the research component of the 
study is invaluable to our efforts to learn about the implementation of digital initiatives at a school-wide 
level. The next step is to gain a more complete understanding of the class of 2017’s college-going behaviors. 
Please see page eight for details.
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The contents of this publication were developed under grant # P116F140097 from the U.S. 
Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the 
U.S. Department of Education, and the reader should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government.
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