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      My name is Marilyn Lanzagorta Luna and I'm a 
senior at Ambassador School of Global Leadership. I 
was born in Mexico but have lived in Los Angeles the 
majority of my life. Despite the many adversities I had 
to endure and overcome as an undocumented stu-
dent, today I'm proud to say I'll be attending UC 
Berkeley in the fall. Getting accepted to college was 
a moment I'll never forget, I cried when I got my first a moment I'll never forget, I cried when I got my first 
acceptance letter. I was always fearful that I'd disap-
point my mother or that I'd never be good enough in 
comparison to other very qualified students who were 
applying, getting in was the proof my mom needed to 
know her hard work wasn't in vain. Although my 
mother was my initial motivation to apply to college, 
she wasn't the only reason. I have a goal that I'm de-
termined to achieve. I aim to become a pediatric on-

cologist and help children, who like me, are diagnosed with cancer before even be-
coming adults. I want to become a support system for children and their parents. I'm de-
termined to give back the support and help I received during my diagnosis and treat-
ment. Although I have decided which college I'll be attending, I'm proud to have gotten 
into many great colleges like UCLA, UC San Diego, UC Davis and seven other different 
colleges. Applying to college was very strenuous, but I was very lucky to have received 
a lot of support during the application process. I had teachers who were always willing 
to stay late with students like me, in order to help us. Ms. Montes, Ms. Lopez and Ms. 
Acosta are three teachers who took time after school to help us turn in a great applica-
tion that would later get us into amazing colleges. Even outside of school, I received sup-
port from my mentors, Ms. Elizabeth Park and Ms. Michelle Cadena. Ms. Park would 
always remind me of my deadlines and she gave me great advice on my personal 
statement. Ms. Cadena also gave me a lot of support; she would answer all my ques-
tions or promise to find an answer for me. She reassured me that I'd do well on college 
interviews and she helped calm my doubts. I'm really grateful that they both took time 
out of their busy day to help me.  Despite the hard work, the application process had its 
perks. Staying late with teachers and students, we bonded and shared many laughs as 
we wrote our personal stories. I always thought my story was like many others because, 
as immigrants, many of us follow the same pattern. Even then, after my two personal 
statements were revised and I read them, I cried because I couldn't believe I had en-
dured that much and still stand joyous with my family. The advice I’d like to give to future 
I AM students is to never be afraid of asking for help. Never fear leaning on someone for 
support because people’s support will make the application process much easier. 
There's no way to remove stress from the process but with support from friends, teachers, 
and mentors, the process is less scary. Allow people you trust to read over your personal 
statements, they will help you communicate your story eloquently. Also, put as many re
minders (on your phone, agenda, etc.)  as necessary about your deadlines, things easily 
pile up and it will make it difficult to keep up. Good luck to you all!! 
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