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                    Being a first generation student, I am aware of the 
many obstacles one has to overcome in order to be college 
ready and achieve a higher education. “College” is a word 
that has a high value in my household, yet was not a reality. 
Most of my family did not graduate from high school due to 
teen pregnancy, drug and gang affiliations; and if they did 
graduate, they chose not to attain a higher education be-
cause of other responsibilities. As a result, I had to make cause of other responsibilities. As a result, I had to make 
“college” a reality on my own; having to look for the college 
access resources and maintain good grades was not easy. 
Being part of multiple outreach programs (e.g. I AM and 
SummerTIME) granted me with the help I needed to be col-
lege bound and attend my dream school: University of 
Southern California. My undergrad career at USC has been 
amazing. As stressful it got sometimes, I always had profes-
sors, mentors, and friends who have extended a helping 
hand to me. Thanks to everyone who was a part of my un-

dergrad experience, I will be earning my bachelor’s degree in psychology, this May. Working at 
the Pullias Center for Higher Education for almost three years has inspired and motivated me to go 
into the education field after graduation. I plan to continue working in outreach to promote col-
lege access and move towards administration in secondary or postsecondary education.Mentor
ing students from my alma mater, Manual Arts Senior High School, and Foshay Learning Center, I 
have worked one-on-one with them to complete their college, financial aid, and scholarship ap-
plications every week of the academic school year. Some students asked me personally to spend 
my weekends with them to help them work on their personal statements or to simply use my com-
pany to help them complete their homework at USC campus libraries. At first I was a bit hesitant 
because, I, too, had homework to complete and exams to study for, but then realized that my stu-
dents needed someone like me to motivate them and help their dreams come true because I am 
a mirror image of them who is now a graduating senior at USC. Helping in teaching workshops to 
inform students of their college options, application process, and financial aid has greatly benefit-
ted my students in overcoming their barriers. Sitting down to discuss their grades and planning for 
their next semester teaches my students that it is important to take notice of their progress and set 
goals for the following months to come. Helping them create resumes and cover letters motivates 
my students to be proactive and gain experience in different areas of their interests. From last 
year’s cohort to this year’s, I saw their hard work come to life when my students got their accep
tance letters to four-year institutions, scholarship awards, and as they got ready for graduation to 
move onto their next milestone. Working with a diverse group of students from different high 
schools has shown me that it’s not necessarily one’s lack of motivation to attain a higher educa-
tion but the lack of physical resources and college knowledge that retain low income first genera-
tion students from achieving their goals and aspirations. Education, to me, is much more than pro-
moting college access to students in underrepresented communities--I believe education is the 
key to moving society forward by expanding one’s mind to be critical thinkers and innovators; 
hence, establishing a stronger platform for the following generations to continue to reiterate posi-
tive change to our communities. I would advise our students who are attending college this up-
coming year to continue being the hardest working person in the room, to step out of your com-
fort zone, and to never forget where you came from and the people who helped you accomplish 
your goals. College will be stressful at times but remembering the end goal is key to overcoming 
the obstacles you will encounter. You will learn so much about yourself and grow as a greater indi-
vidual who will contribute to positive societal change. As well as to not limiting yourself to doing 
the minimum but to aim to accomplishing something beyond your expectations. 

“

”


