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       Hello, my name is Jorge A. Juarez 
Duarte, I am 21 years old and I was born on 
March 30th of the year 1995 in Escuintla, Gua-
temala. I came to this country four years ago. 
When I came, I did not know how to speak En-
glish. I attended  my local school West Adams 
Prep. H.S. where I was able to learn it fast 
within my first two years because of the perse-
verant character I grew to have. During the 
first two years of school, I stayed every day 
after school to receive academic tutoring 
which helped me in learning English. I went all 
the time because I love to study and learn 
new things. My main motivation to go collage 
is my family. I left Guatemala, my siblings were 

left behind. One of my biggest goals is to  bring them to the U.S. and be able to be 
together once again.

During my first summer in the U.S. I worked with my dad as a construction worker at 
the USC campus. The job was really hard. As we worked, I would look at the build-
ings and find myself staring at the college students thinking how great it would be 
for me to study and obtain a career in this country just like them. My dad would 
encourage me to make something of myself. If I continued my studies at a universi-
ty, I would have a better job than his. I could work in an office instead of doing 
construction under the sun. I can clearly remember telling my dad, ‘Right now, I 
am just building what I am going to use later, one day I will study in this building or 
even have my own office in it.’

Nowadays, I still believe in those words. I continue fighting for what and working 
really hard for that dream. There is nothing that can stop me from achieving my 
dreams, but myself. If I do not do what I have to do, nobody will do it for me. 
I got accepted to UC Riverside, CSU Fullerton and LA. I am still waiting for Chap-
man, Redlands and San Diego State. I really want to go to Chapman University be-
cause there will be two people that might help me with money for college. Awe-
some!

The application process was a little hard, but fun because I discovered many 
things about myself that I did not even know. For example: I did not know how in-
teresting my story was. I cried when I read it! The most challenging part of my ap-
plication was the writing section, especially for me because I am still learning the 
English language. I will like to tell the applicants for next year to apply to as many 
colleges as they can. More colleges we apply more chances we have to get ac-
cepted and choose which college would give us the best opportunities.
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