
Pullias Center for  
Higher Education 



The USC Rossier School of Education’s Pullias Center  
for Higher Education is considered one of the world’s 
leading research centers on higher education. 

To improve the productivity and 
effectiveness in the postsecondary 

sector through innovation, 
partnerships, entrepreneurship and 

quality assurance. 

To increase access to college for 
low-income and underrepresented 
youth through college-readiness, 

enhancing technology, and 
illuminating effective financial aid 

policies. 

To develop partnerships with 
strategically relevant universities 
worldwide through joint research 

projects, cross-national studies, and 
comparative analyses of the impact 
of immigration and globalization on 

tertiary education. 









The Pullias Center Research Faculty 
Dr. William G. Tierney is 
the Director of the Pullias 
Center for Higher 
Education. He is a 
University Professor, one 
of only 24 at USC, and 
holds the Wilbur-Keiffer 
Professorship in Higher 
Education. Dr. Tierney is 
the 2012-13 American 
Education Research 
Association president. 

Dr. Adrianna Kezar is 
Associate Professor of 
Education and 
Associate Director of 
the Pullias Center  for 
Higher Education and 
an expert on higher 
education leadership 
and diversity. 



Shafiqa Ahmadi, 
JD, Assistant 
Professor of Clinical 
Education, is an 
expert on diversity 
and legal protection 
of underrepresented 
students, including 
female Muslims and 
sexual assault 
survivors. 

Dr. Lloyd 
Armstrong is also 
a University 
Professor and an 
expert in higher 
education strategy 
and policy, and the 
federal financing of 
science. 

Dr. Darnell Cole is 
Associate Professor 
of Education and an 
expert on college 
student experiences 
and performance, 
including those of 
African American, 
Latino, Muslim, and 
Asian students. 

Dr. Guilbert Hentschke 
is Professor and the 
Richard C. Cooper and 
Mary Catherine Cooper 
Chair in Public School 
Administration. His 
research and writing 
focus on the finance and 
governance of public, 
non-profit, and for-profit 
education organizations. 

Dr. Zoe Corwin is 
an Assistant 
Research Professor 
and focuses on 
programs and 
projects that seek to 
increase students’ 
access to 
postsecondary 
education. 

Dr. Tatiana 
Melguizo is 
Assistant Professor 
of Education and an 
expert in higher 
education, 
affirmative action, 
and college 
graduation rates. 

Dr. John Slaughter 
is Professor of 
Education and 
Professor of 
Engineering in the 
USC Viterbi School 
of Engineering. His 
research has been 
in higher education 
leadership, diversity 
and inclusion, 
access, and 
affordability. 

Dr. Kristan 
Venegas, Associate 
Professor of Clinical 
Education, is an 
expert in higher 
education, 
especially financial 
aid policy for low-
income students 
and students of 
color. 



The Pullias Center Research Students 
Dr. Lisa Garcia, a postdoctoral research associate, is focusing on programs and projects that seek 
to increase students’ access to postsecondary education.  
 
Monica Esqueda and Stefani Relles, fourth-year students, are investigating the experiences of 
military-connected students and remedial writing students respectively. 
 
Third-year students Michelle Castellanos, Constance Iloh, Holly Kosiewicz, Sable Manson, 
Shirley Parry, Raquel Rall, Jenna Sablan, and Ji Zhou are researching issues pertaining to the 
transition between high school and college; the academic, personal, and social experiences of low-
income college students; and quality assurance practices in domestic and foreign nonprofit and 
for-profit institutions. 
 
Julia Duncheon, Kristen Fong, Sean Gehrke, Daniel Maxey, and Brian Rodriguez, second-year 
students, are researching college-bound and postsecondary student experiences, university 
governance, community college effectiveness, and emerging technologies relative to college 
access. 
 
Daniel Almeida and Federick Ngo are first-year students interested in developmental education 
in community colleges and pathways for urban students to college and careers. 
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